8th Grade English
Essential Content
2019-2020
Los Coches Creek Middle School
Mr. Roemmich—Room 305
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Trimester I

Reading and Literature:
 Interpretive Strategies and Shared Inquiry/Short Fiction: “A Game of Catch,” “The Alligators,” “The Day of the Butterfly,” “Fun with a Stranger,” “A Christmas Memory,” others.
Novel: The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle (read aloud in class)
Lyric Poetry
Independent Reading Projects (IRP’s): One self-selected grade-level-or-above novel each six weeks. An in-class response will be written on the following dates throughout the year:

October 17, 2019
December 5, 2019
January 23, 2019 (Oral Presentation)
February 28, 2020 (Holocaust memoir)
May 7, 2020
June 9, 2020 (Lit. Finals)

 Writing topics for the IRP’s will be given to the students in advance, and will reflect current literary study content and Common Core Standards.

Writing:
Letter of Introduction
Story Explications
Biographical Sketch (In-class Assessment Essay)
Personal Reflection Essay 

Word Study:
Latin and Greek Roots and Affixes
Reading Vocabulary

Grammar:
Parts of Speech Review/Complements/Verbs/Phrases and Clauses 


Trimester II

Reading and Literature:
Holocaust Unit: Anne Frank readings, Holocaust material
Novel: Because of Romek (read aloud in class)
Lyric Poetry
Reading for the Fine Arts Research Project
[bookmark: _GoBack]IRP’s  (the March 12 IRP should be a Holocaust memoir.)

Writing:
Position Paper--Rhetorical Strategies
Responses to Literature
Fine Arts Research Outline
Personal Volume Selections


Word Study:
Latin and Greek Roots and Affixes
Reading Vocabulary

Grammar:
Pronouns/Complements/Phrases and Clauses 
Usage Problems

Trimester III

Reading and Literature:
Poetry Presentation Project (directed readings, independent research, memorization and recitation)
Novel: The Giver
IRP’s


Writing:
Response to Literature (In-class Assessment Essay)
Original Poetry
Personal Volume Selections

Word Study:
Latin and Greek Roots and Affixes
Reading Vocabulary


Grammar:
Capitalization/Punctuation Review/Effective Sentences} Holt Handbook Parallel Structures
Usage Problems
Standardized Test Review
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