8th Grade Honors English
Essential Content

2019-2020
Los Coches Creek Middle School

Mr. Roemmich—Room 305
 Literature Theme: “The Quest for Identity”


Trimester I

Reading and Literature:
 Interpretive Strategies and Shared Inquiry/Short Fiction: “A & P,” “A Game of Catch,” “The Alligators,” “The Day of the Butterfly,” “Miriam,” “Madame Zilensky and the King of Finland,” “Fun with a Stranger,” “The Laughing Man,” “A Christmas Memory,” others.
Novel: The Call of the Wild
Lyric Poetry

Independent Reading Projects (IRP’s): One self-selected grade-level-or-above novel each six weeks. Because much of our standards involve literary concept and terms, the emphasis will be on fiction this year. I will require a non-fiction Holocaust memoir for the third IRP, but I will give information about this in January. An in-class response will be written on the following dates throughout the year:
October 17, 2019
December 5, 2019
January 23, 2020 (Oral Presentation)

March 12, 2020 (Holocaust memoir)

May 7, 2020
June 9, 2020
 Writing topics for the IRP’s will be given to the students in advance, and will reflect current literary study content and Common Core standards.
Honors English Morning Shakespeare Group: A voluntary before-school book group that meets one a week, October-June. The group comprises a group of no more than twenty selected through applications. We focus on shared reading and interpretation, and lively discussion driven by the text.  This year we will read three plays:  Twelfth Night, Hamlet, and Romeo and Juliet. After reading and discussing the plays, we will watch a modern film version, with one interpretation or another, so the students can enjoy Shakespeare read by superior actors. We usually also attend a Sunday matinee of a Shakespeare play at the Old Globe Theatre in Balboa Park. Information and applications will be given out in September.  
Writing:

Letter of Introduction
Story Explications

Biographical Sketch (In-class Assessment Essay) 
Responses to Literature
Personal Reflection Essay

Vocabulary:

Latin and Greek Roots and Affixes
Grammar:
Parts of Speech Review/Complements 
Trimester II

Reading and Literature:

Holocaust Unit: Anne Frank readings, Holocaust material
Memoir:  Because of Romek
Lyric Poetry
Reading for the Fine Arts Research Project

IRP’s  (the March 12 IRP should be a Holocaust memoir)
Honors English Morning Shakespeare Group

Writing:

Position Paper--Rhetorical Strategies
Responses to Literature

Fine Arts Research Outline
Personal Volume Selections

Winter Arts Project  TBA (collaborative)

Vocabulary:

Latin and Greek Roots and Affixes
Grammar:

Pronouns/Complements/Phrases and Clauses
Usage Problems
Trimester III

Reading and Literature:

Poetry Presentation Project (directed readings, independent research, memorization and recitation)

Novel: The Giver
IRP’s

Honors English Morning Shakespeare Group

Writing:

Response to Literature (In-class Assessment Essay)
Original Poetry

Personal Volume Selections

Vocabulary:

Latin and Greek Roots and Affixes
Grammar:
Agreement/Pronouns/Verbs 

Parallel Structures
Capitalization/Punctuation Review/Effective Sentences
Usage Problems
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