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Welcome to a new year of learning! This is the important information you will need to know to be successful. A quiz on the information in this letter is scheduled for ___________.

Daily Lesson Plans and Assignments 
· Need a reminder of what we did in class? Need to check due dates? Missed class for any reason? It’s As Easy As 1-2-3 to find what you need:

1.CHECK “DAILY PLANNER” 
· This is on the board in the classroom
· Make sure to complete and turn in any missing work from the day(s) you are gone.
2.CHECK IN CLASS FOR HANDOUTS 
· Any handouts given out for the day will be found in the basket stored in the front right bookshelf in class.
·  3. CHECK GOOGLE CLASSROOM 
· Each class has its own Google Classroom code. Check for posts for the day(s) you may have missed.
· Code for your class is: ____________________

Curriculum Overview
All LCC science classes use the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). All teachers strive to weave the three dimensions of learning into all science lessons. 7th grade has a focus on Matter. Energy Atoms, and Human Impacts. 8th grade focuses on Astronomy, Natural Selection, Waves, and Forces. 

 Bring to Class DAILY
Note: Tell your teacher right away if you are unable to have these items before Monday of next week.
· FULLY-CHARGED Chromebook; case; charger; ear buds or headphones
· School binder with organized section for science handouts. 
· Two pencils and two pens (dark ink) – NO permanent markers (school-wide rule)
· Highlighter, glue stick, colored pencils (class sets of these items are also available)
· Class assignments
· A positive, ready-to-work attitude!

Earning Good Grades
Academic Grade
· All graded assignments (daily WarmUp, Google Classroom assignments, homework, quizzes, lab activities, tests, “Task Completion Stamps”, etc.) are given a point value.  The more points earned on an assignment, the better your academic grade. Poorly done, incomplete, late, or missing work will lower your academic grade. 
· Note: “Task Completion Stamps” are earned for completing an assignment correctly and completely on time, so they cannot be made up. 

· Grades are determined by the percentage of points earned on each assignment: 
90-100%: “A” 
80-89%  : “B”
70-79%  : “C”
60-69%  : “D”
0-59%    : “F”



· Late work: You are expected to turn in your work on time. This means that late work is only accepted with teacher approval. Otherwise, all work should be turned in on the day it is due. There is a 50% point penalty for work not completed on time without an approved excuse.

· If you are absent, you are still expected to complete your missed work. You receive one day for each absent day to make up your work without point penalty. It is your responsibility to know what you have missed if you are gone from class for any reason. 

· Don’t forget: It’s as Easy as 1-2-3 to complete work you missed.
1. Check the Daily Planner on the board
2. Check for handouts given out in class
3. Check Google Classroom

· If you receive a low score on a test or other high value assignment, you may have the opportunity to re-do your work for a higher grade with teacher approval. Your final grade for the assignment will be the average score between your original work and your redone assignment. You MUST submit your work to the basket up front. If you turn in an online assignment late you MUST sign the clipboard on the teachers desk to let her know it is available for grading. 

Citizenship Grade
· Choosing to have a positive and respectful attitude each day is important! It is a skill that you can use throughout your life, and it will help you maintain an excellent citizenship grade in class. 
· Be respectful, participate, be on task, and be on time. Collaborate and cooperate with everyone in class, especially during group activities and labs. Volunteer during class discussions and be actively involved in the lessons. Follow directions and classroom procedures correctly and quickly.
If you choose to be disrespectful, be tardy, be uncooperative, or fail to do work during class, this grade may drop. Inappropriate use of technology, chewing gum, eating in class and other poor behavior choices will result in a drop in your citizenship grade. Ignoring school rules may also cause this grade to drop. 

Effort Grade 
· This grade is based on your homework grade percentage and your academic percentage combined. If you have a 50% in homework and 100% in academic, your effort grade is 75%
Zangle: Your Tool To View Your Grades
· Progress reports and trimester report cards will be sent home at 6-week intervals throughout the year.
· You can view your most updated academic progress at any time by using the Zangle portal. As soon as your teacher has graded an assignment and entered it into Zangle, it will be visible to you and your parents.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Students: use the student portal: https://zangle.cajonvalley.net/studentportal
· Parents: use the Parent Portal: https://zangle.cajonvalley.net/parentportal/ 
· NOTE: First time parent users please visit the office for your password 
CLASSROOM RULES  
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All students are expected to follow and respect school rules, both inside and outside the science classroom.  Choosing to do otherwise can lead to negative consequences.

ROOM 506 CODE OF CONDUCT
· Respect the rights of others to learn and study
· Follow Directions/rules
· Raise your hand and wait to be called on
· Keep yourself and your belongings to yourself
· Gum, candy, food, and unclosed beverages are not allowed in class
· No sharing of water bottles or lip balms (of any type)

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES
1. I will treat you with respect, so you will know how to treat me.
2. If you cause a problem, I will ask you to solve it.
3. If you can’t solve the problem, or choose not to, I will.
4. If you feel something is unfair, pick a convenient time to discuss it with me.
 
CLASS CONSEQUENCES
1. Warning(s) (verbal or written)
2. Time away (seat in front of class, alternate classroom, or seat outside)
3. Parent contact (call, note home, or email)
4. Visit to the Assistant Principal

NOTE: An immediate referral to the Assistant Principal will be written for severe behaviors, such as inappropriate lab protocol, fighting, major use of profanity, blatant defiance, or other major disruptions.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

ENTERING CLASS
· Wait outside if the teacher is not at the door to greet you.
· Come in quietly and walk directly to your assigned seat.
· Be seated and ready to work before the tardy bell rings.
· Read the “Daily Planner” on the front board and follow the directions. 
· Have your Science WarmUp out and ready.
EXITING CLASS
· Clean up your desk and lab area (materials are neat, organized, and put away; trash and scraps are picked up and thrown away; floor area is clean; tables are straight).
· Wait to leave your assigned seat until you hear your group’s number.
· Push in your chair and walk to the door.

GETTING YOUR ATTENTION
· Listen for your teacher’s signal when she needs your attention
· Count down: when hear me counting down (5-4-3-2-1), you must stop if you are moving, have empty hands, and be silent by the time you hear the number “1”. 
· Other strategies I may use to let you know when I need you quiet, seated, and paying attention may be introduced throughout the year.  We will practice before we use them.

USING THE RESTROOM 
· Plan ahead! You are given 3 passes for the trimester. Once they are gone, you owe me one minute after class if you go during class.
· Always ask your teacher first before you go.
· Make sure to PRINT name, time, date. Take the pass and return it when you come back.
· Leave without disturbing the rest of the class.
· If you need to leave class for other reasons, ask your teacher first.

SHARPENING YOUR PENCIL
· Pencil sharpeners is located at the front of the room by the front door.
· Use when the teacher is not giving directions.
· Use but do not abuse!  
· The electric sharpener is for teacher use only.

LAB GROUPS
· Work and stay with your assigned group only.
· Use low volume voices.
· Collaborate, cooperate, and do your part.
· Never complete another lab member’s work. 
· Be kind and polite.
· Help your group complete all jobs without being bossy.

TURNING IN YOUR WORK
Google Classroom
· Complete and submit online on or before the due date. 
Class Handouts 
· Keep in your science section of your school binder unless otherwise directed 
· PRINT first name, last name, and class period in upper right corner of paper
· Follow your teacher’s directions on how to pass papers in during class
[image: ]
Other class procedures will be introduced as needed throughout the year.





A Note to Your Parents
Thank you for trusting me to effectively instruct and guide your child’s success in science this year. Thank you for your support and patience at home. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions or concerns. Email is the best way to contact me, as I check this throughout the school day, and sometimes even in the evening. You may also choose to call the front office, and they will connect you to my voicemail. 

Here’s to the beginning of another great year of learning!

Respectfully,


Ms. Ingram
Room 506
ingramd@cajonvalley.net
(619) 938-8600 


Science 2019-2020 School year
Period 		

THIS PAGE IS DUE ON AUGUST 29, 2019				  

KEEP THE REST OF THIS LETTER IN YOUR SCHOOL BINDER FOR REFERENCE UNTIL THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.
`

After reviewing this year’s Science Welcome letter, my parents and I understand how to have a successful year in Ms. Ingram’s class. 


										
 PRINT your first and last name					Period 	


											
YOUR signature							Date signed



Parent signature				 			Date signed
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