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Welcome to a new year at Cajon Valley Middle School.  I am looking forward to spending this year being productive, creating challenges and having some fun.  Eighth grade is a great time to explore new learning opportunities while demonstrating respect, flexibility and maturity.  Let’s have a great year!

READING
Students will be using StudySync this year, which can be used with a computer and/or individual workbook.  Collections of reading are based on the theme of each unit we are studying, which may include Suspense, In Time of War and A Moral Compass.  Students perform a variety of tasks designed to analyze and understand those texts.

WRITING 
We will do some sort of writing every day. Genres for essays are Informative, Argument, and Narrative.  Students will learn how to observe, investigate, connect and use the world around them to create powerful pieces of writing.

ELD
This class is a meaningful extension of what will be learned in the regular ELA class.  It will allow students to explore topics more closely and in depth in order to develop useful written and oral language skills. 

GRADING
50% of the academic grade is from classwork, essays, projects and participation
50% of the academic grade is from tests and quizzes

EXPECTATIONS
· Students are expected to write in their planner every day at the beginning of the period.  
· Students are also expected to bring supplies every day.
· No gum allowed on campus.
· No food or drink (except water).
· Dishonesty is dealt with very seriously.  Cheating will result in a zero academically and a behavior consequence.
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