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6th grade has officially begun! Welcome to your 6th grader’s first year at Hillsdale Middle School. As your child’s teachers, we are looking forward to a terrific year—full of challenges and lots of fun, too. This brief letter is to provide your family with some basic information about the upcoming year as well as ways we can stay in touch with each other to ensure that this year is a successful experience in your child’s educational and personal growth.
COMMUNICATION
· EMAIL

It has been our experience that the most effective communication between parents and teachers is via email.
Mrs. Schimke   schimke@cajonvalley.net  ~   Mrs. Castro castro@cajonvalley.net
· HMS WEBSITE & TEACHER WEBPAGES

The HMS website,  http://schools.cajonvalley.net/HillsdaleMiddle,  includes individual teacher WebPages with specific and detailed information about your child’s academic classes.   You may access these pages through the school website.  And, also please read the Thursday Communicator each week for school-wide information.  Teacher websites were modified this summer and we are in the process of redesigning them. Please look forward to veiwing our new sites very soon. 

· ZANGLE Q PARENT CONNECTION   You will soon be able to access your child’s academic progress online. Pin and passwords need to be picked up by a parent with identification.  We highly recommend that you do this, to keep up to date with your childs assignments.  Grades are easy to monitor, day or night!  Parents will also receive automatic email messages sent to you by your child’s teachers through Zangle Q Parent connection.
· MATH WEBSITE

The 6th Grade Math program is able to be accessed on line.  The math curriculum is aligned with the common core standards.   You can locate homework assignments, worksheet pages, practice tests, and view video lessons on line.  To access the math website go to myhrw on line or the Hillsdale website.  Students have their usernames and passwords so they can log on anytime.
RESOURCES
SAN DIEGO COUNTY LIBRARY                                                                                                                                                                                          Rancho San Diego Branch
619 660-5319
The county library is an excellent place to utilize the numerous services offered, including homework help, research tutoring assistance, reference materials and access to the Internet. The library has 20 Internet connected (and filtered) computers.

ACADEMIC POLICIES BUILD SUCCESS
The following policies reflect our belief and experience that the academic success of children is linked to the connection they have with their parents and teachers. Your knowledge and support of the policies and the consequences associated with following those policies are essential to your student’s success.
6th GRADE HOMEWORK POLICY: Homework must be completed and turned in on the due date.

1.  This homework policy will be enforced by all 6th grade teachers.

2.  Absences: For each day absent, the student will receive one extra day to complete the homework.  

3.  Incomplete Homework: Students who have not completed the homework will earn a zero and may serve a lunch detention that same day, where they will finish any incomplete work.
4.  Incomplete Homework with a Parent Note: Please send a note if your child does not understand work or needs more time due to family emergency etc. and extra time will be given.

MATH HOMEWORK GRADING POLICY:

1. Homework in math is worth 10 points and will be graded each day.

2. Students scoring 80% of the assignment correct will earn 10 points.

3. Students scoring in the 70th percentile will receive 7 points.
4. Students scoring less than 70% will earn 5 points.
THE PLANNER

The use of the HMS Student Planner is a required organizational tool for students, but it also provides a means of communication between parents and teachers.  All boxes in the planner should be filled in every day, (Monday-Thursday) even if no homework was assigned. We suggest that you create a daily routine at home in which you compare the assignment written in the planner with the homework your child presents to you. Daily homework completion ensures academic improvement; if you follow our suggestion to check the planner against the homework every day, you will become an essential, invaluable component in your student’s progress and success.
In closing, let us express our genuine enthusiasm for the upcoming year. We are proud to be a part of your child’s educational experience here at Hillsdale, and we look forward to a wonderful year together.

 Mrs. Schimke and Mrs. Castro

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have received and read the “Welcome Letter”.

Parent Signature- ______________________________________________________

